
FISHBOWL FRIDAY 

The following is a guide to how the fishbowl activity will proceed during tomorrow’s 

class, as well as some questions that may be asked for discussion. You will be allowed 

to bring this sheet in to the discussion tomorrow, so feel free to write notes on the 

questions that you can bring up tomorrow. Everyone is required to participate, so 

while not necessary, please consider taking said notes so you have something to refer 

back to if needed.  

 
● In a Fishbowl discussion, students seated inside the “fishbowl” actively participate in 

a discussion by asking questions and sharing their opinions, while students standing 

outside listen carefully to the ideas presented. Students take turns in these roles, so 

that they practice being both contributors and listeners in a group discussion.  

 

● During the Fishbowl, only the students seated in the centre area will be able to 

contribute to the discussion. 

 

● In order to join a discussion, gently tap a classmate on the shoulder to switch into 

their spot. If you have been tapped, you may finish what you are saying if you are in 

the middle of a thought, but must exit to allow a new perspective. 

 

● If a student has just entered, you must wait at least 60 second (1 minute) before 

swapping places with them to allow time for them to share their opinion. 

 

● If you are on the outside of the circle, this is not a time to relax. Practice being an 

active listener so you can jump in and out of the fishbowl to add varying and 

complementary ideas to the discussion.  

 

● Keep in mind that as a member of the fishbowl, you do not necessarily have to stay in 

the circle after speaking your point. However, it is good practice to allow your 

classmates to reply to your point before exiting. 

 

At its core, the Fishbowl is a tool for developing deeper understandings of topics via 

the sharing and disputing of ideas. The topics we cover will help you develop stronger 

understandings of the text and most certainly aid you in future assignments, in this 

class and outside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions for September 20th  

 

1) How is Panem an “oppressive” country?  

 

 

 

2) Is the reaping a fair process for everyone? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

3) Why do you think Haymitch drinks so much? Why has he let himself go 

despite living a good life in District 12 after winning the Games? 

 

 

 

4) How are the people who live in the Capitol different from those in the 

districts? Why are they different?  

 

 

 

5) Despite it being illegal, Katniss and Gale hunt outside the fence. Is this 

acceptable, even though they are breaking the rules? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

6) Should all rules be followed without question? 

 

 

 

7) Do you believe there are any ulterior motives behind Peeta’s father visiting 

Katniss?  

 

 

 

 

8) Were Peeta and Katniss right to acoust Haymitch in order to get him to take 

them seriously? Was there a better way for them to do so? 

 


